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MEDIA RELEASE

A Midsummer Night's Dream: The ‘70s Musical hits the stage this February!

January 29, 2025

Edmonton, Alberta - Get ready to be transported to a groovy enchanted forest as Shakespeare’s beloved A
Midsummer Night’s Dream meets the iconic music of the 1970s!

This exhilarating adaptation by Daryl Cloran and Kayvon Khoshkam combines the timeless charm of
Shakespeare’s comedy with a nostalgic glam rock vibe. Featuring classic hits like Stayin’ Alive, | Will Survive,
Dream Weaver, and Celebration, this production promises a night of unforgettable fun.

Join Theseus, Hippolyta, Puck, and the rest of the lovers and fairies in a whimsical world brought to life with
dazzling choreography, vivid lighting, and the energy of a live band channeling the spirit of legends like Gloria
Gaynor and David Bowie. True to its Shakespearean roots, the play explores themes of love, mischief, and
transformation while celebrating the vibrant sounds and styles of the '70s.

Directed by Daryl Cloran, known for his inventive approaches to classic texts, this production features a
talented ensemble cast of actors and musicians. Audiences will recognize fantastic local performers such as:
Jameela McNeil (A Streetcar Named Desire, The Royale), Luc Tellier (Almost A Full Moon), John Ullyatt (The
Play That Goes Wrong, A Christmas Carol), and many more.

“I love reimagining Shakespeare’s plays as musicals. Music intertwines with Shakespeare’s language
beautifully. Songs replace monologues or scenes and serve the same harrative purpose, advancing the
characters’ journeys. Adapting Shakespeare into musicals has been such a hit with audiences in productions
like Love’s Labour’s Lost and As You Like It, and the process so fun, that | decided to dive in again, this time
with Shakespeare’s most famous comedy, A Midsummer Night's Dream. The magic and fantasy of Dream, fits
the music of the 1970s perfectly,” says Daryl Cloran.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream: The ‘70s Musical runs from February 22 to March 23, 2025, in the Shoctor
Theatre. Tickets are available at citadeltheatre.com or by calling Box Office at 780.425.1820.

Special Performances:

e Pay What You Choose in-person night is happening Sunday, February 23, 2025. Presented by Alberta
Blue Cross, more information is available at https://bit.ly/3wy3L8I

e Accessible Performance: Relaxed and Open Captioned Performance is happening Sunday, March
22, 2025, at 1:30pm. More information on Accessible Performances is available at
https://bit.ly/3WzQYge

Production photos will be available starting Wednesday, February 26, 2025.
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CAST

Ruth Alexander Quince, Egeus, Musician

Billy Brown Peaseblossom, Ensemble
Alexandra Dawkins Hermia

Oscar Derkx Francis Flute, Guitar

Taylor Fawcett Snout, Bass

Charlie Gallant Oberon, Theseus

Kristel Harder Starveling, Trumpet and Keyboards
Rochelle Laplante Lysander

Jameela McNeill Titania, Hippolyta

Chirag Naik Demetrius

Christina Nguyen Helena

Biboye Onanuga Snug, Drums

Bernardo Pacheco Cobweb, Ensemble

Dean Stockdale Mustardseed, Keyboards, Ensemble
Luc Tellier Puck

John Ullyatt Bottom

UNDERSTUDIES

Billy Brown Oberon/Theseus, Bottom, Demetrius

Taylor Fawcett Snug/Drums

Kristel Harder Quince/Egeus/Keyboards, Titania/Hippolyta, Hermia
Bernardo Pacheco Flute/Guitar, Snout/Bass, Starveling

Dean Stockdale Puck, Lysander, Helena

CREATIVE TEAM

Daryl Cloran Director, Co-Creator

Kayvon Khoshkam Co-Creator

Ben Elliott Music Supervisor, Orchestrations and Arrangements
Hanne Loosen Set Designer

Deanna Finnman Costume Designer

Jareth Li Lighting Designer

Emily C. Porter Sound Designer

Gianna Vacirca Choreographer

Elena Belyea Assistant Director, Dramaturg

Cynthia Jimenez-Hicks Associate Choreographer

Ruth Alexander Music Captain



Frances Bundy Stage Manager
Nyssa Beairsto Assistant Stage Manager

Andraya Diogo Apprentice Stage Manager

For more information or to arrange interviews, contact:
Susie Chmait
Media and Communications Manager

schmait@citadeltheatre.com

Sponsors

Season Sponsor: Capital Power

Presenting Sponsor: Emery Jamieson LLP

Production Sponsor: Fluevog Shoes

Government and Grant Funders: City of Edmonton; Edmonton Community Foundation; Edmonton Arts
Council; Government of Alberta; Alberta Foundation for the Arts; Alberta Lottery Fund; Canada Council for the

Arts; Government of Canada; Stollery Charitable Foundation
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